
The Director of the Honors Institute 
 
Dr. Eugene Thuot is the Director of the Honors Institute, Professor of Political Science, 
and Chair of the Social Sciences Division. He received a B.A. in Philosophy from 
Assumption College (Worcester, Massachusetts), has studied literature at the Bread Loaf 
School of English in Vermont and Theology at the University of Ottawa (Canada) and St. 
Gerard Abbey (Belgium). He obtained his Ph.D. in Political Science from the University 
of Chicago in 1983. 
 
Dr. Thuot is a past recipient of the Adrian Award for Teaching Excellence and was a 
Fulbright Lecturer at the University of Malta in 2004. He has been at Belmont Abbey 
College since 1975 and has taught courses in political philosophy, Constitutional Law, 
American Government, and several courses in the Honors Institute. His teaching places 
special emphasis on the clash of ideas between ancients and moderns, a clash which helps 
students to understand the principal tensions within the soul of modern man. He stresses 
the importance of being prepared for every class and encourages independent-minded 
reflection in his students. In addition to his keen appreciation of the performing arts, he 
relishes the discipline and grace of athletic competition and is an avid tennis player.  


